'RF Political System'
 Russia is a democratic federative state based on rule of law and a republican form of government.        The Russian Federative Republic has been set, up by the Constitution of 1993.
     Under the Constitution Russia is a Presidential Republic. The federal government consists of three branches: the legislative, the executive and the judicial. Each of them is checked and balanced by the President.   

         In accordance with this principle, power must not be concentrated in the hands of one person or one institution, but must be divided among the legislative, executive and judicial branches of power. The division of powers requires that there be a clear delineation of responsibilities and a system of checks and balances so that each branch of power can offset the others.

      The legislative power is vested in the Federal Assembly. It consists of two chambers.  A 178-member Upper Chamber is the Federation Council.  A 450-member Lower Chamber is the State Duma. Each Chamber is headed by the Chairman. Legislature is initiated in the Lower Chamber. But to become a law a bill must be approved by the Lower and Upper Chambers and signed by the President. The President may veto the bill. The Duma's proposed legislation must be approved by the Federation Council and by the President before becoming law. The State Duma may override the veto  by the Federation Council and send legislation directly to the President.
       The President is at the summit of the system of state power. He ensures that all the state institutions are able to carry out their responsibilities and keeps watching over them to ensure that no institution can encroach on another's prerogatives, attempt to usurp power in the country or take over another's powers.

      The president of Russia is the governments chief executive, head of state, and most powerful official. The president is elected by the people to serve a four-year term. The president, with the approval of the lower house of parliament, appoints a prime minister to serve as head of government. The prime minister is the top-ranking official of a Council of Ministers (cabinet). The council carries out the operations of the government. The President makes treaties, enforces laws, appoints the Prime Minister to be approved by the State Duma. One of the basic principles of constitutional government is the division of powers. 
      The executive power belongs to the Government which is headed by the Prime Minister. The first action of the Prime Minister on appointment is to form the Government.
        The judicial branch is represented by the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court, the Arbitrary Court arid regional courts.
     The State Duma makes the country's laws. The members of the State Duma are elected by popular vote for a four-year period. Members of the Federation Council are local government officials. These members include regional governors and leaders of local legislatures. They are not elected directly to the council but gain membership when they attain the local office. All Russian citizens 18 years of age and older may vote in the country's elections.

The Federation Council approves government appointments and such presidential actions as the declaration of martial law and the use of armed forces outside of Russia.
The Flag of the Russian Federation

The Russian flag is sometimes called the IMPERIAL FLAG. It consists of three equal stripes of white, blue and red. The first flag of this design appeared more than 300 years ago. Peter the Great adapted the flag from the National flag of the Netherlands. Later a black two-headed eagle on a golden background was added to the flag of Russia. The flag existed until the revolution in 1917. In the nineties, with the democratic changes, the three-colour flag was restored again. On 21 August 1991, the flag was officially adopted by the Russian President and the Russian Parliament. In Russia the colours of the current flag symbolize:
· white — frankness and generosity;
· blue — honesty and wisdom;
· red — courage and love.
The Emblem of the Russian Federation

The Russian National Emblem is the golden DOUBLE-HEADED EAGLE with a horseman (St George) on a shield on the eagle's breast with a red background. Above the two heads of the eagle, there is an historical crown.

The first emblem of the double-headed eagle was introduced in 1480, by Prince Ivan III. It was at the time of the establishment of the Russian state system. It symbolized the supreme power and sovereignty of the state.

Since then, the double-headed eagle is the main part of the emblem of our country. But now the crown is a symbol of the sovereignty both of the Russian Federation (as a whole) and of its parts (subjects of the Federation).

